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August 16, 2026

Meeting Called to Order at Price Chopper on Ingersoll at 4:00 PM 

President Marshall James reported to attendees about the NoG board initiative to create priority plan of board priorities and activities. Heather Tamminga with the City of Des Moines was the facilitator of the planning session. The initiatives that the board determined were: 

12 Month Priorities
1. Lay the foundation to create a neighborhood park.
2. Define and document NoG’s internal organizational structure.
3. Develop technology systems to support the organization’s goals.
4. Strengthening relationships with businesses.

City of Des Moines Park and Recreation with Julie Humpel, Park Superintendent 
1. Movie screening at Grays Lake 
2. Reichardt Community Recreation Center opened to the public on April 29, 2026 at 915 College Avenue. The Reichardt Community Recreation Center is a 36,637-square-foot public recreation facility designed to serve the north side of Des Moines with affordable programming, year-round recreation, and new spaces for community connection.
3. Flower orders with be due from neighborhood organizations in September for Corner Plantings.
4. Survey Overview & Participation
Total Submissions: 2,303 responses. 
Respondents: Nearly 90% identified as local residents, business owners, or property taxpayers.
Context: The survey addressed a projected $12 million budget shortfall for FY2028 and an extra $5 million gap for FY2029, caused by state property tax revenue caps. You can view the full FY28 Budget Savings Exercise Results on the city's portal.

People Point Solar presented their companies offerings and products. They have done a lot of work with NFC and InvestDSM. With NFC there can be up to $15,000 forgiven. This is separate and in addition to other InvestDSM programs. 

Sara Thies and Gina with DM Historical Society will have a tour of homes June 2027 and will tour both the Ingersoll Tap and The Greenwood Lounge. 
There are volunteer opportunities for a tour of Capital Hill Church with an organ recital featured. 

NoG Related Activities: 

Ingersoll Live will be August 29, 2026 with volunteer opportunities and NoG will have a table there to sell merchandise and answer questions about the neighborhood. NoG is sharing a table with the Woodland Heights Neighborhood Association.

The next Oak Park Farmer’s Market is September 1, 2026 from 4-7 PM.   



NoG Related Activities Continued: 

	Blood Drive September 25, 2026 in the Price Chopper parking lot. 
	NoG Cat Walk is September 26, 2026
	NoG Architectural Tour is October 3, 2026 with a rain date of Oct 10. 

Treasurers Report by Tom Wollan:  
 
NoG has been approved by the government for our 501.c.3 status. 
Dues paid by members will now be tax deductible and members will receive a letter of receipt for the tax filing. 
Members can now pay and renew their NoG membership on the NoG website:
	$20 for a household
	$10 for an individual 
Residents can submit their name to be on the NoG board at the next NoG General Meeting on or before November 15, 2026. 

Parks Committee: 
	Continues endeavors to secure a location for a park in the neighborhood. 
Green Committee: 
Volunteers prepped and tilled the corners prior to planting and more volunteers planted nearly 9000 flowers on neighborhood corners and in public spaces on Center between 41st Street and upwards toward the pedestrian bridge at 40th. 

Business Reach Out Committee: 
The committee has been busy contacting the neighborhood business to strengthen relationship, encourage memberships and requested merch to giveaway for the NoG Raffle at Nation Night Out. The area business were very generous. 
Area businesses will be listed on the NoG website. 

Carolyn with Des Moines Citizen Taskforce on Sustainability 
The group is tracking greenhouse gasses and water use and providing a benchmark for businesses. Josh Mandelbaum, from Des Moines City Council, is on the board.


Meeting adjourned 
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